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What is the Reg Map? Are the requirements described in the Reg Map applicable to all federal agencies?
This Reg Map is a primer on the federal government agency “informal” rulemaking process. The Some of the procedures described in the Reg Map, such as OMB review, only apply to executive
Reg Map reflects general requirements that apply to most federal agency rulemakings. In rare agencies (i.e., Cabinet departments and independent agencies that answer directly to the
cases, the APA requires trial-type, or “formal,” procedures to develop a rule. Other statutes that President), while others, such as APA public notice-and-comment requirements and the PRA,
apply to a specific agency, program, or subject may impose or permit different procedural steps also apply to independent regulatory agencies (i.e., boards and commissions listed in 44 U.S.C. Publish Final Rule
(e.g., mandating negotiated rulemaking to develop a proposed rule). 3502(5)). Following APA requirements and other applicable authorities that affect the rulemaking
process is the best way for all agencies to develop final rules that will meet regulatory objectives . Effective date: The APA
Must all rulemakings follow all Reg Map steps? and survive judicial review. Send Final Rule splis il sgerey s

generally may not take effect
until at least 30 days after
publication in the Federal
Register, except for a substantive
rule that grants an exemption or

In a typical case, a rulemaking action would proceed from Step 1 to Step 9, including OMB review
at the proposed and final stages for certain kinds of significant regulatory actions, per E.O. 12866.
As the Reg Map shows, however, Congress has exempted some rulemaking actions from APA
notice requirements. In addition, when stakeholders have challenged regulatory actions, courts
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page of OIRA's website result in SEISNOSE - spring and fall). The most recent Unified Agenda ol
) . . FR Federal Register
as additional executive can be accessed onlwwvy.reglnfo.'gf)v. The E.O. 12866 requirements Less Frequent Analyses
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